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CREPUSCULAR RAYS 
By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 

Authority on Meteorology 
Crepuscular rays a re  the beams of l i g h t  that may sometimes be seen radiat-  

ing from the sun when shining through breaks i n  clouds, o r  extending i n  a fan-like 

sheaf from the horizon before sunrise o r  a f t e r  sunset, They are v is ib le  because of 

the  presence of dust o r  of a f ine  haze of water drops i n  the atmosphere, While the 

dark spaces between them are  the shadows of clouds o r  mountains. 

actual ly  para l le l ;  t he i r  apparent divergence i s  an e f fec t  of perspective* 

The beams 8.m 

A rarer  

men the sun i s  above the horizon and the rays are  directed downward, the 

Phenomenon i s  popularly described as Itthe sun drawing water," and is regarded as  a 

sign of rain. The Homeric expression llrosy-fingered damn" probably refers  t o  crep- 

uscular rays seen i n  the eastern sky before sunrise, 
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