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MUSIC I N  THE AIR 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authori ty  on Meteorology 

soundso I n  many but  not a l l  of these cases the sounds a r e  recognized to  be the echoes 

Of sounds that a r e  not  musical; such as a shout, the firing of a gUn, the breaking Of 

waves on a beach, t he  roar o f  a r i v e r ,  o r  t h e  noise  o f  a motor .  

Musical echoes of non-musical sounds a r e  descr ibed i n  the textbookst but 

Only those produced when the i r r e g u l a r  sound-waves of a noise  are converted i n t o  8 

series of r e w a r  v i b r a t i o n s  on account of being r e f l e c t e d  by o b j e c t s ,  such as s t eps  

The weird sounds that a r e  f requent ly  heard over the l a k e s  of Yellomatone 

They a r e  not known t o  be Na t iona l  Park are sometimes musical but of ten  othermise. 

Some of them, a t  l e a o t ,  a r e  probably sounds o f  d i s t a n t  o r i g i n  that seem t o  

froIn near a t  hand because of a state of the atmosphere knovn as a Iltemperature 

inversiont1 ( i . e . ,  an increase of temperature upward, i n  p lace  of the more usual 

decrease 1, 
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