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MINFALL TRENDS 

By Char les  Fi tzhugh Talman 
Author i ty  on Meteorology 

k c h  evidence has come t o  l i gh t  i n  r ecen t  times t h a t  the  r a i n f a l l  of cer- 

tain %ions tends t o  inc rease  i r r e g u l a r l y  f o r  a number of  y e a r s  and then t o  decrease 

fo r  a number of yea r s ,  These upward and doanward swings a r e  probably due t o  Slow 

Occur a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes i n  d i f f e r e n t  r eg ions ,  s o  that the  average rainfP-11 of the 

e a r t h  a s  a whole probably does not  vary much. 

Thus over  the  nor thern  Middle V e o t ,  i n  the United S t a t e s ,  t he re  has been a 

A recent  study of  South Afr ican ro . infa l l  by Schumann and ".3. Thomp- 

The a u t h o r i t i e s  just mentioned th ink  these  r u i n f n l l  t rends  i n  the  southern 

hemisphere may Le due t o  slow sh i f t s  i n  storfii t r a c k s ,  r e s u l t i n p  from COrreSpOndiW 

i n  the loc t l t ion  of t he  broken b e l t  of high atmospheric pressure  thtit e n c i r c l e s  

the globe i n  the  "horse l a t i t u d e s . "  
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