
-- 

1 ?oHy THE PIEATHE3 1 Mailed March 15, 1935 --I --..- 

A Scienoe Service Feature 
Released on receipt 
but  intended f o r  use 
March 22, 1935 - 

TERIIS RELATING tfFRONTS't 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authori ty  on Meteorology 

Now that warm f r o n t s ,  co ld  f r o n t s ,  air-masses and the  l i k e  are of ten  men- 

tiOned i n  the  newspapers, the average c i t i z e n  ought to  understand the meaning of the 

more important terms pe r t a in ing  to  t'frontology. 1' 

the cur ren t  number of t he  Meteorological Magazine: 

Here a few handy d e f i n i t i o n s  from 

The d iv id ing  surfaces  betmeen large masses of  air a r e  c a l l e d  " f r o n t a l  

sUrfaCeS. I' 

are a l s o  moving. 

These na6ses are usua l ly  moving and conseauently the f r o n t a l  Surfaces 

The l i n e  i n  which a f r o n t a l  surface d iv id ing  d i f f e r e n t  masse8 c u t s  the 

ground i s  ca l l ed  a 1tfront.lI 

A t r w a r m  f ron t "  i s  a f r o n t  vrhere the  warm mass is  rep lac ing  the  co ld  ma.ss 

The front i s  therefore  moving forward i n  the d i r e c t i o n  from warm at ground l e v e l ,  

air t o  cold air ,  

A "cold f ron t t1  i s  a front where the co ld  mass i s  rep lac ing  the w a r m  mass 

at mound l eve l .  

warm air. 

The f r o n t  i s  therefore  moving i n  the d i r e c t i o n  from C o l C l  a ir  t o  

There a re  a l s o  11sta.tionary f ron t s "  where warm a i r  and cold air  a re  both 

moviny: p a r a l l e l  t o  t he  f r o n t ,  SO that the f r o n t  i t s e l f  does not  move. 

If a cold f r o n t  and a w a r m  f r o n t  coalesce the  result i s  an t locclusiontr 

(Or ''Sh~~tinK up" of the cyclone). 

ground. l e v e l ,  but they do meet above the ground. 

Tho f r o n t a l  surfaces i n  tha.t case d.0 not  meet at 

The mnrm air  is above them, the 

cold air below them. 
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