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- FROST BLESSING -- 
By Charlks Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorolocy 

Cal i forn ia  citrus-growers can save t h e i r  fruit  during a winter f r o s t ,  un- 

l e s s  i t  i s  exceptionally severe , through the burning of orchard-heaters, backed bY a: 

e f f i c i e n t  system of f r o s t  warnings issued by the U ,  S. Weather Bureau. But Orchard- 

Hence each f a l l  the growers have hoped the Succeed. i s  an expensive process. 

ing minter would be a f r o s t l e s s  one, u n t i l  they learned a lesson  from the  winter of 

1933-34, during which there was no f r o s t  t o  speak o f .  

weather t ha t  T in t e r ,  Mr. Floyd D. Y o w ,  the Teather Bureau's 1 e d i n E  frost  

Writing of the absence of 

expert , said: 

" I t  might be reasonable to  expect general re jo ic ing .  HOTveVer, there Seems 

t o  be a f l y  i n  the ointment, and the absence of f r o s t  i n  t h i s  Proved t o  

be a not  unmixed blessing. All manner of c i t r u s  pes t s  f lour i shed  thrQqhout the 

Winter, necess i t a t ing  increased cos t s  f o r  less sa t i s f ac to ry  cont ro l  , and i n  Solfie 

d i s t r i c t s  the q u a l i t y  of navel oranges was depreciated. Idany crSromers have s t a t e d  

m X U  have prefer red  t o  burn the orchard-heaters f ive  n ights  r a t h e r  than face 

Deciduous crops suffered even more Severely from the added pes t  con t ro l  problems. 

f o l i a t i o n ,  and Some deciduous f rui t  crops were almost a total  f a i l u r e .  Per- 

haps we should rev ise  our hopea f o r  win ter ' s  weather t o  incluae at l e a s t  one 01' t w o  

snappy mornings, fl 
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