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MATCH-BOX METEOROLOGY 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n  
Authority on Meteorology 

A "tempest i n  a teapot" i s  not necessar i ly  a f igure of speech, f o r  the c i r -  

culation Of the boi l ing f l u i d  bears a c e r t a i n  resemblance t o  t h a t  Of 8 cyclonic 

aerOn;3JUtics, can be studied with the a id  of  a match-box, 

In  windy weather, he says,  a s a i l o r  wishing t o  s t r i k e  a match, turns  h i s  

back t o  the wind and dram8 the cover of the match-box t o  i t s  fu l l  length,  SO that i t  

can be t i l t e d  obliquely to  the box, leaving h smal.1 crack below between box ana 

In t h i s  pos i t ion  i t  is  easy t o  keep the match a l i g h t  inside the cover long 

enoWh t o  l i g h t  a cigar  o r  c igare t te .  The average landsman, he t e l l s  U s #  dralw the 

Only about two-thit-ds the length of the box and then punches a hole throuch the 

cover with a match, close t o  the end of the box, 

t h i s  hole i s  made, but the process is not e f fec t ive .  

Various notions Prevnil 'as to Why 

The sailor has b e t t e r  luck i n  keeping the match a l i g h t  because with the box 

Cover i n  the posi t ions above described a smooth, stend.y streRm of air blows 

thr0uFr;h. 

the open end of the cover, produces violent  e d t i e s  inside,  

makes l i t t l e  difference one way or other i n  the turbulence of  the a i r .  

The landsman's match proaptly Roes out because the wind, blowing across 

The hole i n  the cover 
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