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MOON AND WEATHER 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

According t o  the l a t e  Lord Kelvin the re  is at l e a s t  one l o c a l  exception 

to the meteorological dogma that the  moon ha8 no appreciable influence on the 'rea- 

In a l e c t u r e  on t i d e s ,  de l ivered  about ha l f  a century ago, he sa id :  

"There i s  one very i n t e r e s t i n g  poin t  I sa id  I would endeavour t o  speak of 

if I had time; I have not time, but s t i l l  I must speak of i t  -- the i n f h e n c e  Of 

the moon on the weather. 

On the weather,' 

Of wind a r e  remarkably prevalent i n  Torres S t r a i t s  and the nei&bourhood about the 

time of new and f u l l  moon, 

in connexion m i t h  observa.tionc made by the surveying ship 'Fly'  during the three 

'Be almost laugh when ve hear of the influence of the moon 

Gales S i r  I?. Evans said to me, 'bu t  s t i l l  there i s  an inflUence-' 

This was noticed by Dr, Rattray, a surffeon i n  the nxVY, 

Years 1841-44. 

coral reef uncovered at the very l o w  water of the spr ing  t i d e s ,  extending o u t  Some 

6o Or 70 miles f rom the land. This l a r g e  a rea  becomes highly heated,and the grea t  

heating of that l a r p e  por t ion  of land gives r i s e  t o  gales at the f u l l  and chnrqye, 

that  i s ,  at the new and fu l l  moon, 

D r ,  Rattray not iced  that at those times thore mas a la rge  a r e a  Of 

This i nd i r ec t  e f f ec t  of the moon upon the we&- 

ther  through the t i d e s  i s  exceedingly i n t e r e s t i n g ,  but i t  does not a t  al l  inva l ida te  

the s c i e n t i f i c  conclusion tha t  there i s  no d i r e c t  influence,  and the general effec'b 

of the moon on the iseather -- the changes i n  the  moan and the changes i n  the 

weather and t h e i r  supposed connexion -- remains a mere chimera." 
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