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HOT &iD COLD CI;IMATES 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

Exaggerated ideas preva i l ing  today concerning the coldness of the polar 

and. the hea,t of the t rop ic s  are i n  p a r t  a her i tage  from ancient and medieval 

philosophy. 

able on account of t h e i r  climates was long believed. 

That all p a r t s  of t h e  world except the ternperate zones were uninhabit- 

Thus the Venerable Rede, 

i n  the e a r l g  p a r t  of the eighth century and following the vieinls Of hIaCrobiust 

wrote throe centur ies  e a r l i e r ,  says: 

"The world i s  divided i n t o  f i v e  zones, the d i f fe rences  between them being 

that c e r t a i n  tempera,te p a r t s  a r e  inhabited,  inhile o ther  p a r t s  remain uninhabited on 

f o r  us from the highest  p a r t  of the  zodiac up to  i t s  northern edgep The 

th i rd  i s  the equinoct ia l ,  going from the middle circumference of the c i r c l e  Of  the  

t o r r i d  and uninhabitable,  The four th  i s  the v i n t e r  zone, from the 10TleSt 

Pa r t  of the zodiac towards the southern pole ,  temperate and habitable.  

the southern, around the south pole which is covered by land and uninhabitable by 

The f i f t h  i s  

o f  t h e i r  seasons; when the sun holds the f i r s t  at the summer s o l s t i c e ,  

the second at the  equinox and tkle t h i r d  at the winter s o l s t i c e .  

a r e  always without sun. 

to the north,  frozen sea  i s  found." 

was thus "temperate and habi tab le ,"  Bede s t rongly  denied tha t  i t  ac tua l ly  was in- 
habited by human beings. 

The extreme zones 

"therefore with one day ' s  s a i l i n g  from the i s land  of Thule 

But al.though "the winter zone on the lover  s ide  turned towards the pole" 
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