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WEN - -- THE ANDES LIGHT - 
By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 

Authority on Meteorology 

Comparable t o  the spectacular e l e c t r i c a l  displays knosrn as ttAndes li&ts" 

6een along the  mountain c r e s t s  i n  Chile are those t h e t  occur on the l o f t y  table-land 

and the adjacent p a r a l l e l  ranges of the  Andes i n  mestern Bol iv ia ,  i n  the region that 

Lakes Ti t iceca  and poopo. A descr ip t ion  of Bol iv ia  published i n  1904 b$ the 

Pan American Union says that i n  the  period before the rainy season sets i n  SPctacu- 

lar e l e c t r i c a l  stor1.m occur here ,  attended by fu r ious  winds. read: 

and crackles with the e l e c t r i c a l  f l u i d .  

mals, and inanirmte objec ts  give f o r t h  a sudden glimnering l i g h t ,  and the Quivering, 

Then th i s  phenomenon takes place I11en~ ani- 

atmosphere takes a reddish hue. 

"Large masses o f  clouds hang over the c o r d i l l e r a  covering i t  a l m o s t  t o  i t s  

base* r i s i n g  or  descending according t o  the varia, t ions o f  the temperature Of the 

lower atmospheric strate. .  In such case the  accumulated clouds becoite phosphorescent 

at  night ,  shedding a tremulous b r igh t  ha lo ,  accompanied by in te rmi t ten t  f lashes  of 

mos t  v iv id  l i g h t ,  u n t i l  every ma88 of clouds becomes a poverful center Of incessant 

detonations,  producing a constant lotw, rumbling sound, Sometimes t h i s  phenomenon 

place a t  a s ingle  po in t ,  a8 i n  1878, when the Illampu Peak, ne:ir the town Of  

S o r R t a ,  Department of  La Paz, suddenly became b r i l l i a n t l y  l i g h t e d  vh i l e  i t s  Surround- 

ings were i n  t o t a l  darkness. 

the summit  o f  the peak." 

This phenomenon was accompanied by a heavy rumbling at 
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