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-c-- IN TORRID DANAKIL 

By Chnrle s T i t  zhugh T n l n a n  
Authority on ldeteorology 

The h ighes t  temperature ever r e c i s t e r e d ,  so f r r  RS knom,  8t a r?;''~.l:Lr 

t o  the sun, i t s  readings give no clue t o  t h e  teriporature o f  the  a i r  i n  e i t h e r  

Or shade, Occasionally the ttuthor i s  more spec i f i c ,  Tsrice he gives the tempera- 

ture as 158 i n  the shade. Even 80, we cannot be sure t h a t  t h i s  mas a t rue  a i r  tern- 

Pe ra twe ,  measured v i t h  a properly shaded and ven t i l a t ed  accurate instrument. 
That the  bare surface of the ground i n  Danalzil ,lets as hot i n  tho sun as 

l70 i s  Very probable, f o r  even hi&er ground tenperatures have been measured else- 
where* The air mithin t~ fen! inches of the ground may, i n  caln weether, get  almost 

hot. 
it is p r e t t y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  no human being expoood t o  i t  f o r  hours together m o u l d  l i v e  
to t e l l  the t a l e .  

I f ,  however, such a temperature p reva i l s  a feinr f e e t  Gbove the ground, 
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