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---- AN INCH OF R A I N  

By Charles F i t zhwh  Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

The s t o r y  is  t o h  of the English gardener who, .&aving undertaken f o r  the 

f i r s t  time i n  h i s  l i f e  to read a rain-eauffe, reported thQt the r a i n f a l l  Was "betmeen 

a P in t  and a pint and a half.11 

depth 'and not volume, 

and f r ac t ions  thereof. 

Rain. i s ,  of course, genera l ly  measured i n  terms of 

In English-speaking count r ies  i t  i s  usuallg m w w . n d  i n  inches 

Now an inch i s  n o t  a u n i t  t ha t  suggests b i g  thinffs. Then an astronomer men- 

tions a 100-inch telescope the average layman does not suspect that he i s  r e fe r r ing  

to the "aperturett  of the instrument and i s  t a lk ing  about the  biggest telescoFe ever 

constructed. 

f i ean t  amount u n t i l  me l ea rn  that i t  means 113 tons of water t o  the acre- 

Of r a i n  f a l l i n g  over one square mile y i e lds  72,320 tons of w t e r .  

So i t  i s  with r a i n f a l l  f igures.  An inch of r ? , i n fa l l  Seem6 an insigni- 

An inch 

The amount of water f a l l i n g  i n  a s ingle  widespreaci shower i s  of ten  Prodi- 

I t  Can be measured with reasonable accuracy vherever rain-gauges are preva- gious* 

l e n t *  

measured a t  hundreds of p laces ,  there is a record of a shower t h a t  f e l l  over an a rea  

Of about 10,000 square miles. 

indicated a t o t a l  f a l l  of something l i k e  ~,OOO,OOO,OOO tons  of mater. 

In  India,  f o r  example, where r a i n  i s  a subject of a b s o r b i w  i n t e r e s t  and is  

The numero-tm gauge readings taken within t h i s  a rea  
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