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SUPERNUMERARY RAINBOWS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

Everybody i s  fami l ia r  with the ordinary double rainbow. The inner O r  lower 

bow of the p a i r ,  which is always much the b r igh te r  of the tirro, i s  known as the 

“prirfia.rY” rainbow. 

bow. 

Outside and concentric t d t h  i t  is  the f a i n t e r  nseCOndarY” rain- 

There is a t h i r d  kind of rainbow that i s  usually easy t o  see if you look 

for i t ,  but that comparatively few people not ice ,  

b 0 W 3  i n  the sky examine the inner (lower) edge of the primary, 

Next time you see a p a i r  Of rain- 

YOU m i l l ,  if the 

i s  a br ight  one, probably discover t h a t  the prismatic co lors ,  e spec ia l ly  t h e  

reds and greens, a r e  repeated i n  additiona.1 bands, p a r a l l e l ’ t o  the main bow. 

times there a re  two o r  more of these  r epe t i t i ons .  

Of color a re  seen outside the secondary rainbow, but they are never seen on the inner 

edge of the sixondary o r  on the ou te r  edge of the prirnary. 

&me-- 

In m a n y  cases similar e x t r a  bands 

Those a r e  ca l led  ‘‘super- 

numer arylr rainbows . 
‘Every l i t t l e  vh i le  somebody happens t o  no t ice  a SUpernUmernrY rainbow f o r  

the f irst  time i n  h i s  l i f e ,  and rushes i n t o  p r i n t  with a descr ip t ion  O f  vhat he sup- 

poses t o  be a r a r e  phenomenon, perhapa unknown t o  science. 

have appeared i n  s c i e n t i f i c  journa ls  -- and even meteorological Journals ! 

Some of these descr ip t ionf  

(A11 r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

SCIENCE SERVICE 

Tashington, D, C. 
2101 Consti tution Ave, 


