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One afternoon i n  the year  1829 the members of an exploring par ty  hewled by 

miles from any known human habi ta t ion .  

S k Y ,  n o t  a breath of air was s t i r r i n g .  

The day was f ine .  

Suddenly the explorers heard what seemed to  

Not a cloud Was i n  the 

be a cannon shot at a distance o f  f i v e  o r  s i x  miles. 

" I t  mas no t , "  writes S t u r t ,  Ifthe hollow sound o f  an ea r th ly  explosion O r  

the sharp cracking noise of f a l l i n g  timber, but i n  every w a y  resembled a discharge 

Of 

could observe nothing unusual. 

Whatever occasioned the r epor t ,  i t  mado a s t rong  impression on a l l  Of US, and t o  

this dzly the s ingu la r i ty  of such a sound i n  such a s i t u a t i o n  i s  a matter O f  mystery 

t o  me." 

heavy piece of ordnance. I sent  one of the men immediately UP a t r e e ,  but he 

The country around appeared to  be th ick ly  WOoded, 

Since then the same mysterious noise of gunfire has been heard from time 

in d i f f e ren t  p a r t s  of the world, 

to ry  explanation f o r  them has ye t  been offered. 

Science c a l l s  them a l l  ffbrontides.t l  NO SRtisfac- 

Poets of the Keatsian school need not worry, Philosophy seeks i n  vain t o  

''enipty the haunted air. 
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