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CLIMATE TIJROUGH AGES 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

The main fea tures  of the e a r t h l s  c l imat ic  h i s to ry  a r e  now f a i r l y  .Clear. 

'life have abundant evidence tha t  during by far the g rea t e r  p a r t  of i t s  existence of 

thOUSands Of mi l l ions  of years our planet as a whole has had a warmer Climate than 

the present one, with no grea t  masses of i c e  ly ing  upon i t s  w r f a c e ,  such a6 a re  nom 

found i n  the polar  regions and on high mountains i n  lower l a t i t udes .  

timet however, possibly because of a decrease i n  solar heat (though there a re  a 

dozen 0 ther  proposed explanat ions) , there  have been r e l a t i v e l y  brief cold snaps 8 

3'rom time t o  

known as i ce  ages, during which such ice  depos i t s  formed. Each of these is s'ppo5ed 

to  have l a s t e d  only from a few hundred thousand t o  a mill ion Years O r  so* 

There have been at l e a s t  four major i ce  ages,  'beaides some of minor import- 

m c e *  The l a t e s t ,  

called the Quaternary Ice Age, probably BEGAN S O I Q ~  s i x  o r  seven hundred thousand 

Years a@, and i s  S T I L L  GOING ON. 

The e a r l i e s t  happened poss ib ly  around ?5O,OCO,OOO years ago. 

I t  has not been a period of continuous cold, but 

stage of  the i c e  age. 

W Y  not be followed by another glacial period, but science descr ibes  it  non- 

I t  may tu rn  o u t  t o  be an i n t e r g l a c i a l  period, which m W  o r  

c o m m i h l l Y  as "post-glacial.11 

Present i c e  age was about 12,000,000 square miles,  and approximately ha l f  Of th i s  

, amount i s  now l y i n g  on the ea r th ,  including 5,000,000 square miles i n  the Antarctic* 
Not u n t i l  e l l  t h i s  i c e  i s  melted away w i l l  the i ce  age be over. 

The m a x i m u m  ex ten t  o f  the i ce  blanket during the 
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