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QUEER SAiD WHIRL 

By Charles Fitzhugh Ta lman ,  
Authority on Meteorology 

Whirling columns of sand. and dust ..- known i n  different  par t s  of the 

the other hand, a re  of rope-like slenderness, being only a few fee t  i n  diruneter but 

hw-dreds o r  even th0usand.s of feet  high. An odd specimen recently mxun te red  on 

a perfectly calm day i n  the desert  near Cai ro ,  E,.;ypt, i s  described i n  the English 

weekly Nature by J, L. Capes, He writes: 

"Hearing a swishing souizd behind me, I turned and observed a large r e v o l ~ -  

sheet l e s s  than one inch thick,  revolved rapidly round a c i r c l e  Of about 12 f e e t  

i n  di;uneter while the axis reniained stationary, 

a f t e r  rmaining i n  one spot f o r  at l e a s t  30 second.s, m d  slowly died down. 

It then moved slOv1y round me 

It  

w0ul.d be interest ing t o  know whether others acquainted with the desert  have come 

.?.cross silmilar oxauples of a broad, f la t  eddy," 
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