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LIGHTNING ODDITIEE!. 

By Charles Pitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Met eo rology 

Queer displays of 1ightninG w e  re;7orted from time t o  time in sc i en t i f i c  

and other journals. A number of such cases a re  described i n  the current issue Of 

the Marine Observer (London). 

Of June 19, 1927, recorded flashes of fW.1 red l ightning occurring once a minute 

sixteen minutes, The S. S. t ' I n b t r  i n  the West Indies, on the evening of 

m e  S.. S, 11Elpenor" i n  the Eas t  Indies on the ni&* 

mW have been more o r  l e s s  horizontal, appeming t o  move upvad on account of per- 

spective, though there m e  a number of cases on record in  which so-called " r o c k e ~  

lightning" is supposed t o  have actually shot up in&o the s1W at the aPlPoximate 

speed of  a skyrocket. 

On July 6, 1929, the S. 9. "Sari Salvadorm experienced a severe thunder- 

storm on the Pac i f ic  coast of Central &nerica, during which a f l a sh  of l ightning 

struck the sea about 100 yards from the ship.. The l ightning ttappeared as  a stream 

of  rnolten metal being poured from a height into the sea and of about one t o  two 

f ee t  wide. 

make i f  dropped on a stone f loor ) ,  then, as i t  broke up, the noise changed t o  a 

sizzle. 

It f irst  made a most peculiar shattering noise (as a china p la te  would 

On breaking up i t  appeared as a dis jointed spinal co1Wnnrlt 

(All r igh ts  reserved by Science Service, Inc,) 

SCIENCE SSBVICE 
2101 Constitution Ave. 

Washington, D. C. 


