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CLIMATE AND ARCHITECPURE 
By Charles Fitzhugh Talmm, 

Authority .-. - on . Ideteorology ". - 

A f ine  examp1.e of the adaptation of domestic architecture t o  climate i s  

found i n  the xiud. o r  adobe hloclr houses character is t ic  o f  the Mexican Villaees of 

the southvestern United States. J. W. Hoover, of the Arizona State Teachers' 

Colleee, thus describes them i n  the Sc ien t i f ic  IjOnthZY: 

During the iieatod par t  of the day doors and. windows are closed and the house re- 

mains very co~afo r t~b ly  , 

sun and the heat begins t o  inoderate, 

25 t o  35 degrees o r  even more, and the house i s  again effect ively cooled f o r  the 

coo1 u n t i l  lengthening shadows break the glare of the 

During the night the temperatures drop from 

coming day. 

"It  seldom rains; so the pitched roof of rr.iny o r  $J7.c)w climes i s  no t  

needed. 

Across these, poles a re  laid close together. 

supl>ort i n  turn a few inches thickness o f  earth. 

The roof  i s  comrionly 'built by laying beam o r  r a f t e r s  on top of the walls* 

These,covered with grass O r  meeds, 

Such a roof rflW suffer  Severe 

erosion during occasional sporadic downpours character is t ic  of the desert: o r  

there i s  an unusual rainy period, the roof and even the walls m a y  become sodred, 

if 

and the house w i t h  contents seriously damaged." 

(All r igh ts  resorved by Science Service, Inc.) 
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