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I 
BROm IDES AGAIN 

I 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology 

I n  July,1808, the explorers Captains Lewis and Clark mere at Gre2,t FallE, 

They wrote i n  t h e i r  journalr Ifsince our a r r i v a l  at the Falls ve have re- IJOntana. 

PeatecZly heard a strange noise coming from the mountains i n  a direct ion a l i t t l e  t o  

the north of west. 

times when the a i r  is perfect ly  s t i l l  and vrithout a cloud, and consists Of one 

stroke only, o r  f ive o r  s ix  discharges i n  quick succession. 

It i s  heard at different  periods of the day and Bight, some- 

T t  i s  loud, and re- 

sembles precisely the sound of .a six-puund piece of ordnance at the distance Of 

three miles.tf 

a Party f i t t e d  out by John Jacob A s t o r ,  which mado an overland t r i p  from the 

In 1810 similar sounds were heard in  the  Black Hills O f  Dakota bY 

uissouri  t o  the nouth o f  the Colunbia. 

There are,  as I s ta ted  the other day, a number o f  other ear ly  reports of 

mysterious ekplosive sounds heard i n  various parts o f  the world, and there is a 

reference t o  t h i s  acoustic mystery i n  t h e  morlrs o f  Francis Bacon; bWt the S O U Z U h  

received no a t tent ion from science u n t i l  the l a t t e r  parb of the nineteenth century, 

T o d a y  thousands of cases have been reported, 

Parts of I t a ly ,  on the coast of Belgium, i n  the Ganges de l t a  and i n  the in t e r io r  

of Australia. 

ward i t s  explanation than t o  give i t  a name adapted t o  international use,  as a 

The phenomenon i s  f a i r l y  cormon i n  ~ 

But it remains a mystery. Science has advanced l i t t l e  far5her Co- 

subst i tute  f o r  dozens of ngunes applied t o  it in  d i f f e r sa t  l oca l i t i e s .  In scien- 

t i f i c  l i t e r a t u r e  the sounds are  now cal led %ontidest'-- meaning l i t e r a l l y  "like 

thunder. 1' 
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