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LIGHTNING &KO SHIPS 

By Charles Fftzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

It i s  probt 3 ,  saye a recent note i n  the L.arine Observor (London), that 

the wooden sa i l i ng  ship, being a poor conductor of e l ec t r i c i ty ,  mas more dften 

struck and damaged by l ightning than the modern steamer, especially as the masts 

were i n  general t a l l e r ,  

Which he records 71 oases of ships being struck between the years of 1741 and 1834. 

He s ta tes  that th i s  l i s t  was compiled only from the temperate la t i tudes  of the 

Northern Hemisphere, 

here, 

In  1855 &ago published h i s  llMeteorolOgicd ~ s s W s l '  i n  

A few of the more interest ing f ac t s  s ta ted bY $Tag0 are  given 

In a period of f i f t een  months i n  the years 1829 and 1830, f ive  ships of 

the bYal  Navy were struck by l ightning i n  the Mediterranean, the " O c e ~ " s  " ~ ~ e ~ v i l l e t !  

and ltGloucester", ships of the l i ne ,  d s a  1lMosquitol1 and ldadagascar". 

all these vessels suffered considerable damage. 

" G l O r Y ' l ,  ship o f  the l i ne ,  had a l l  her masts s p l i t  during a thunderstorm. 

not s ta ted ,  the llResistancell and the l!&yrd, accompaq-ing a convoy, dieappeared d- 

together a f t e r  some lighbning strokes. 

t i e s  * with loss o f  l i f e  and injury,  

f ive  men were k i l l e d  by l ightning, two thrown overboard and drowned, and three were 

severely hurt, 

The masts of 

In 1811, near Cape B'inisterre, the 

On a date  

h a g o  also gives instances o f  serious casual- 

Thus i n  the 'ISultan11, at P o r t  baahon i n  2805, 

In 1809 i n  the B a y  o f  Rosas, nine men were k i l l ed  on t h e  ''Repulse" 

a thunderstorm. 
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