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By Charles Fitzhu& Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

The great  dust storms of the past two years have added the term "Wind 

t o  the voca.bulary of the average citizan, Of course t h e  term i s  not new 

and the process i t  describes i s  l i t e r a l l y  as old as the hil ls:  Yet on O u r  continu 

ent ,  at any ra te ,  even sc i en t i f i c  men have, u n t i l  l a te ly ,  thought of the process 

rather as an interest ing geologic@. agency than as an important factor  i n  the 

econoW of nations, 

-n 

The new conception of the process is  thus epitomized i n h e  

of the Natipnal. Resources Board issued last winter i n  Washington) 

"Damage by wihd erosion is widespread; i t  i s  evidenced not only I S  im- 

PomriShment of land through stripping and covering but also by obstructive aCC- 

ua t iona  i n  f ie lds ,  along fences, highways, and railroads; and by f i l l i n g  Of ditches 

covering of f a r m  machinery and buildings, Also considerable damage i s  caused 

the cutt ing off of young grain by t h e  abrading sand, and by wveriQ5 of 

Pasture grasses t o  be followed by weedy vegetat ioh Pine material Sif t ing into 

and shops damages t he  furnishings and other contents. & n e r d  discomfort 

and menace t o  the health of the population are among other undesirable features of 

a~ wind-eroding areas, 

"seine of tho more effective control measures are: S t r ip  cropping, l i s t i n g  

(PlOW'hg thta s o i l  i n  rows), selective retirement of the more erosive areas from 

cultivation and seeding them Bo soil-holding vegetation, cult ivating SO that 

not d l  crop residues me covered, cloddy plowing, crop rotation, and level  terrac- 

ing t o  trap the rainwater." 
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