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SNOWSTORM PSlROTECIINI CS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

8ome ofthe most b r i l l i a n t  displays of St. Elmo's f i r e  seen by n i&t  On 

mountains occur whcn the air i s  f i l l e d  with dry snow, driven by high winds. A t  the 

on the summit of Mount 'Washington, New Hampshire, a f ine  exhibition of 

this e lec t r ica l  phenomenon was observed during the evening o f  March 23 6f th i s  Yew 

' and is described in  a l e t t e r  from A. A, McKenzie, of the observatory Staff. 

The anemometer ( the same instrument tha t  measured the world's highest 

Part Of my body. 

feeling engendered by the hi& wind i n  such an exposed place. 

came numb, I clenched my f i s t  t o  warn the t ips .  

Of mY hand, s l i gh t ly  dampened by the @g,  became illumined. The hairs o f  the f u r  

about the hood of my windproof parka had similarly been dampened by the fog and, 

when I was facing into the wind, glowed slightly.  

Although I can not be m t i r e l y  s w e ,  I balieve that a few individual pieces 
Of rime which I knowked from the yane glowed b r i e f ly  as they f e l l ,  Noting the effect 
O f  the parka f'ur, I decided that Java, o u r  ca t ,  might possibly be made t o  glow. she 
was held, back to the wind on the t r e s t l e  but probably was not damp enough t o  g1OWc,, 
Ber Protestations were boo great  t o  be ignored, so the experiment was discontinued. 

Byly sensation may have been obscured by the s l igh t ly  uncomfortable 

When my fingers be- 

A t  that time, the hairs on the back 
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