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Authority on Meteorology 

Heavy rains  f a l l i ng  on dry land, especially where there is l i t t l e  01: no 

t o  bind the s o i l  together, Cause marked erosive effects ;  pWtiCdarlY 

in h i l l y  and mountainous regions, where the run-off is concentrated i n  Vd-leYS and 

ravines. Such ra ins  are therefore very destructive t o  roads and other Works of man* 

In the a r id  regions of southern Cal i forn ia  the crops of en t i re  ranches 

are sometimes washed away o r  buried under mud and g a d  i n  a single rainstorm. M U ~ I  

has been spent t o  protect  the rai l roads of this region from the floods that 

Large drainage channels several  thousand feet  10% down from the mountains. 

have been constrmted t o  lead the floods t o  SpeciaJly p o t e c t e d  cnlverts. 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa 

to Protect i t s  roadbed, 

The 

Railway has b u i l t  large concrete walls at Ulany places 

Despite these protective works, sections of  track are 
WaFbed 

. out every f e w  months. The highways a l s o  suffer much daagQ*  

ttStrangely enough," s w s  a recent writer, Ifin this land of l i t t l e  r a in  the 

Zcsses due t o  excessive r a i n f a l l  probably exceed those due t o  a l l  other 

clirnat ic conditions. 11 

(All r igh ts  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

SCIENCZ SERVICE 
2101 Constitution Ave. 

Washington, D. C. 


