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HOT gl&&g@& ' ' g E C O r n "  

By Charleo Fitahugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

Within the past  25 years three extremely high thermometer readings have 

been reported from weather s t a t i o n s  i n  different  pa r t s  of  the world; each SuPPosedly 

taken from a shaded and otheryise suitably exposed x n a x i m  thermometer; ice. , an inu 

strUw'lt that reg is te rs  the highest temperature that  occurs between set t ings-  

fi@JreS ( i n  Fahrenheit degrees) are 133 at In-Sal&, i n  the hear t  Of the  u f f e r i m  

Sahara; 134 i n  Death Valley, California; and 136 at A z i z i a ,  25 miles south of the 

The 

Of Tripoli ,  i n  northern Africa. 

B o t h  the Afric,ul readings have been questioned. The one at A z i z i a  was 

from 15 t o  20 degrees higher than the m a x i m a  recorded on the same d w  at SUrromding 

places. The In-Sal& reading has been rejected by the o f f i c i a l  metoorologica~ Ser- 

vice Of Algeria, The Death Valley reading i s  believed t o  be trustworthy* 

Suppose, however, we knew a l l  three readings t o  bc accurate. Horn much 

should we a t tach  t o  the fact t h a t  A z i z i a  beat Death V,llCy's "recordrt by 

2 degrees and tha t  bo th  places surpassed In-Sal&? 

meter,  properly exposed, reg is te rs  the temperaturd o f  the air i n  contact with i t ,  

None whatever1 A good thermo- 

but within a radius of a mile o r  two both hichar and loner temperatures aro p re t ty  

t o  prevai l  at the same tirjlem Exact f igures  in this connection are Of l i t t l e  

interest, but the "order of magnitude11 i s  of very considerable interest .  

temPeratures(above 130 i n  the shade sometimes occur in  subtropical deeerts i f 3  a fact 

That air  

worth knowing. 
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