
.--..-,...._ . 

Mailed M a y  6, 1935 P WHYTHE WUTHER ? I c ---- *---- .- --_.___.____ - . --. -- 
4 $cience Service FeaturL 

Released upon receipt 
but intended fo r  use 
MW 13, 1935 

I 

NASTY IV"HER 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

The or iginal  meaning of the word tInasty11 i s  fouJ., f i l t h y ,  mClef% etc.3 

and i t s  suggestions are so unpleasant that i n  America it  is not often used by pol i te  

spedCers, except i n  more o r  l e s s  conscious imitation o f  Br i t i sh  speech, i n  which the 

of the word has been great ly  toned down o r  altered. A t  Emory University 

a number of students were recently aslced t o  compile l i s t s  of taboo words, with corn- 

merits thereon. One student submitted the word llnastyll with the remark: "1 l i k e  the 

'Ora as applied t o  weather, but not i n  any other sense.1t Which raises  the question: 

is meant by "nasty weather117 

A defini t ion i n  the New English Dictionary reads, "Of weather: Foul, di r ty ,  

Wet, disagreeable. ft 

Li te ra l ly  d i r t y  weather is rare, O f  course ra in  and slush C&n make the 

a d  pavements d i r ty ,  but the d i r t i nes s  of weather i t s e l f  appears t o  be l imited 

to storms,  with o r  without the accompaniment o f  r a in  or Snow. 

To landsmen, "nasty weather" usually means, I believe, disagreeable We* 

ther, not necessarily attended by actual dir t iness ,  

ally mmns wind, and "nasty weather" means, as a rule, weather characterized by 

 for^ o r  s q a l y  winds. 

To the sa i lor ,  "weathertt gener- 
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