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13y far the la rges t  i ce  mass i n  the world i s  the continental i ce  sheet 

that covers nearly the wkole of h t a r c t i c a ,  

l i o n  square Iailes, or a m i l l i o n  square miles more than tha t  of ? ~ w X P O .  This 

enorLIOU~ nass f l o v s  outward in al l  directions,  On reaching the coast, the ice 

Its area is probably about five m i l m  

In some places a number of them, close t o  one another, becomQ Cemented 

together, forming a great shelf of ice. 

Bar r ie r ,  which f i l l s  the southern end of the Ross Sea. 

The best  lrnovrn ico shelf is the ROSS 

The Ross  Barrier i s  an a lmos t  l eve l  snovladeil f loat ing sheet of  i ce  

5oo miles by 400 miles and 1,400 f t .  thick, with about 170 ft. above the wz~ter 

l i n e ,  

surveyed, 

and Grahar? Land there i s  an ice  shelf which nay be even greater than the Ross 

Bar r ie r ,  and f rom which many tabular bergs gnd.ice islands calve, some of then1 

There a re  probably other great ice shelvee, but they have not Yet been 

I t  i s  probable th& at the head of the Weddell Sea between Coats Land 

a8 mucli as 180 ft. high above the water l ine.  
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