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BNCIENT DUST $TORI@ 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on hbteorology 

The dust s torms  tha t  have recently darkened American skies were mild affairs 

compared, with those that  prevailed i n  both  the New World and the Old i n  the CIeCliniW 

s t a t e  of the last  g lac ia l  period, when the vast g lac ie rs  that  had invaded the tem- 

Hurricane b l a s t s ,  sweeping dom from the g lac ie rs ,  picked up enormous quantit ies of 

the Soil l e f t  bare by the retreat ing ice  and carried it  t o  great distances. 

tual ly  t h i s  dust s e t t l ed  down t o  form the deep beds o f  f ine pOwdeW S o i l  called 

"lOeSs,l' a broad band of ~ h i c h  extends around the globo. 

ing thousands of square miles in the 1,lisSissippi and iiisaouri valleys,  i s  s t i l l  

blown about when drought k i l l s  of f  the surface vegetation, and i t  

Even- 

This dUSt-soil, non Cover- 

been 

the chief contri'outor t o  some of the hugr: dust clouds tha t  have recently been so P1-e- 

valent on o u r  continent. 
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