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Every year the rural weather sages i n  England note with in t e re s t  whether 

the O a k  o r  the ash i s  f i rs t  t o  come i n  leaf  and predict  the wetness o r  dryness Of the 

. i s  that some versions of the  proverb on t h i s  subject exactly contradict 

"If the ash i s  ou t  before the o&, 
You may expect a thorough soak; 
If the oak is  out before tho ash, 
You'll hardly get a single splash" 

and 

"If the oak  i s  out before the ash, 
' T w i l l  be a summer of wet and splash; 
But if the ash i s  out before the oak, 
lllwill be a summer of f i r e  and srnoke.ll 

verb, Puts a strangely forced interpretat ion upon i t ,  and then c i t e s  s t a t i s t i c s  t o  

Prove that it  generd ly  comes true! 

AS a basis of  long-range weather forecasting the proverb i s  sheer nonsense, 

'the re la t ive  time of l eaf ing  of cer tain species of oak and of cer ta in  species of ash 
mW depend upon antecedent weather. 
ately succeeding weather, because of the tendency of dry and wet Spells t o  Persist ,  

I t  may &so give some s l igh t  clue t o  the immedi- 

i t  throws no l i g h t  upon the weather of  the following summer* 
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