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- HOT W H E R  DISCOMFORT 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talnm 
Authority on Meteorology 

The man i n  the s t r ee t  explains the discomfort o f  a hot wave with h i s  

statement that !!It's not the heat but the The man Of  science 

offers  a somewhat different  ewlmat ion .  

the tonperature of the air ,  as measured with a thernoneter, 

high humidity, par t ly  the s m d l  eaount of air movement, and. par t ly  radio+tion*" 

these things help t o  make us f ee l  t o o  hot f o r  confort. 

" I t  i s  par t ly ,"  he s a p ,  "the bent'' - i.e.9 

' ' A l so  it  is P l * t l Y  the 

A l l  

The thermometer reading alone merely t e l l a  us hovr hot the & is. The 

Renthernm iaeaswes the air t e q e r a t u r e  v r i  t h  a shaded a d  ventilated thernoineter, 

and the reading gives tho temperature of the air  i n  both shado and sunshine. 

tllelplometcr e-qosed t o  the r w s  of the sun gets  rmch hot te r  than the air around i t  

and reg is te rs  nothing more instruct ive than the temperature acquired by tho instru- 

merit i t s e l f  through absorbing solar heat. 

A 

The weather can fe'el hot 1.rhen the air i s  colC. Under strong sunshine 

and polar explorers sometilies suffer with heat vhen the thermometer 

the temperature of the air t o  be far below freezing. I n  Arizona people mny. 

f ee l  c o o l  when the temperature i s  90; especially if a brisk breeze i s  blowing. I n  

New York the same temperature almqys means uncomfortable heat. 

explained by the fac t  that  the air o f  Arizona is  rmch d r i e r  than the air of 3 b T  YOrk, 

The difference i s  
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