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WHAT IS METEOROLOEf? 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n  
Authority on Metoorology. 

i t s  phenomen lleteorology i s  the science of the atmosphere an , including 

weather. Nowadays, when ~ 7 e  spe& of a  m mot ear", we generally mean a shooting star; 

but formerly th i s  term was applied (and it s t i l l  often is  by sc i en t i f i c  vrrite1"S ELlld 

??J nowscien t i f ic  writers who are  fond of  old-fashioned phraseology) t o  great 

variety of phenomena and alJpearances i n  the atnosphere, including Cl0U.d-S , rp..in, Snow, 

md so forth; these being sometines c l a s s i f i ed  as hydrometeors (Pllenoilena Of 

atmospheric moisture), photometeors (phenomena o f  atmospheric opt ics)  # e l e c t r i c d  

(phenonena, of atmospheric e l e c t r i c i t y ) ,  etc. That i s  hov the science of the 

atmosphere c;line t o  have i t s  present name. 

lie&eorology i s  not a branch of astronomy. These t v o  ociences m e  as dif-  

They are both founded on : ) h y S i C S ,  ferent from each other as zool0::y i s  brom botany, 

and they "overlaptt each other t o  solfie extent,  just as every science does Certain 

others; but if  you want information about the atnosphere, neather and c l ins te  

a s t ~ O ~ O m i C d  observatory i s  not the place t o  seek i t ;  

quiries about coimts, sunspots, ecl ipses ,  stand2,rd time 01- the date on which Easter 

f e l l  i n  a cer ta in  year, a~ not apply t o  a meteorologicd ins t i tu t ion .  

an 

whilc if you d s b  t o  make in- 
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