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CLASS IFY IlVG THE CLOUDS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology 

Ever since the beginning of the nineteenth century weathermen have been 

trying t o  devise a completely sat isfactory c lass i f ica t ion  of cloud forms, but the 

.prepared by an international commission and published i n  Paris. 

In t h i s  system dl cloud, f o r m  are  c lass i f ied  according t o  a plan imitated 

fron that employed by science i n  classifying animals and plants. 

first of a l l  i n  f o u r  ~ I f ~ i l i e s l I ;  v iz ,  A, high clouds; B, middle clouds; c ,  l o w  cloudst 

D, Clouds with ver t ica l  development, 

They are  grouped 

Each family contains two o r  three IIgenera.!' 

A ,  f o r  example, contains the genera Cirrus, Cirrocumulus and Cirrostratus* 

genera a re  subdivided in to  !lspecj.es,lf which, as i n  the biological System, bear 

double names; the name of the genus being folloGed by the name Of the species. 

Cirrus  includes Cirrus f i losus ,  oirrus uncinus, Cirrus densus, e tc, 

Thus 

Certain modifications that  occur i n  more than one genus are  a rb i t r a r i l y  

described i n  the in t e rna t iond  system as ttvarieties , !I  though, unlike the var ie t ies  of 

z O O ~ O g Y  and botany, they a re  not  subdivisions of species. 

of Cirrus i s  cal led Cirrus l e n t i c d a r i s  and is considered a var ie ty  nerelg because 

lent icular  f o r m  also occur i n  the other genera. 

c a l e d  species by a biologist .  

Thus a lense-shaped form 

These so-called var ie t ies  Would be 

Lastly cer ta in  appendages -- such as the dangling trails  seen below Some 

Clouds and known as "virga't -- are  styled Itcasual details.'I 
( A l l  rights reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

..CWY.-.-rrr-- 

SCIENCE SERVICE 
2101 Constitution Ave. 

Washington, D. C. 


