
Science Service Featuse 
Released upon receipt 
but intended for  use 
June 18, 1935 Mailed June 11, 1935 

DEATH-IWLING DUST STORMS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology 

h i n g  a recent dust storm i n  southwestern Kansas -- and it  was not one 

*f the worst of these events CI the s t a t e  heal th  of f icer  exposed an agar p la t e  t o  

the air f o r  a bac ter ia l  count and found that the dust deposited about 9 ~ 0 , ~ ~ ~  

bacter ia  per square foot per minute, as compared w i t h  a normal deposit i n  a 

atmosphere of about twelve lone  bacteria,  The Rod Cross Courier, which records this  

says tha t  although these germs seemed t o  be prac t ica l ly  dl O f  the S o i l  

varieties, which so far as is known are harmless t o  m a n ,  the i r r i t a t i o n  Caused bY 

breathing dushladen air without doubt gives the germs already i n  the nose and throat 

a ChmCe t o  gain foothold, resul t ing i n  lung and respiratory diS089060 

tistiCs reveal a decided increase i n  the Kansas death r a t e  during the first three 

months of the currsnt year. 

the Sam3 period of  last year, while deaths from pneumonia and influenza each went Up 

30 Per Cent, 

Infant mortality a d  the sp*& of such diseases as measles showed an darming gain- 

Besides this, twenty-one deaths i n  Kansas were def in i te ly  a t t r ibu ted  by physicians t o  

dust, three o f  them being actual  cases of dust suffocation, Six deaths were reported 

Health uta- 

Deaths from all causes were 10 per cent. more than i n  

Altogether, deaths from respiratory infections were 50 per Gent* greater, 

from the same cause i n  the drought area of Colorado. 
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