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One o f  the s t r i k  

POND8 Ifp RXLIEVE DROUGHT 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n ,  
Authority on Meteorology 

ng r e su l t s  of the recent long drought on +he Great Plains 

is chronicled i n  the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society. The ~khhoma  

Control Board i s  reported t o  be asking approval o f  a $5,000,000 FERA Project 

f o r  the building of 6000 ponds within the next 12  months, each t o  c o s t  about 

and t o  cover from one to three acres; t h i s  is the outcome o f  former GOP."Bill" 

s campaign f o r  a Itpond on every fam." The board is a l s o  asking PwA f'unds f o r  

300 large community reservoirs,  an average o f  f o u r  t o  each county at $7000 a lake, 

Already many farm ponds have been pr ivately b u i l t ,  and a huge lake t o  be= MurrW's 

name i s  nearing completion i n  southern Oklahoma, In Kansas it  i s  said some 3000 

Ponds averaging two a d  threo-q-rters acres each are  under COnStrUCtiOn and 

28 new c i ty  reservoirs have been constructed, 

Doubtless many advocates of this program believe the a r t i f i c i a l  ponds and 

'&es w i l l  appreciably increase the r a in fa l l ,  but the bel ief  i s  unjust i f ied,  Their 

i n  a dry season would be l imited t o  conserving the run-off from such rain as 

occuS,  reducing the fall of the water-table i n  their  v ic in i ty ,  and providing drink- 

*% mater f o r  human beings and livestock. 
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