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DROUGHT AND p9 P W I  ON 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n ,  
Authority on Meteorology 

A little-recognized factor i n  the drought problem has been pointed Out bY 

Dr* c* 3'. Brooks, mho writes: IIIncreasing popul,ation means an increasing drain on 

€%ound mater; therefore, droughts a r e  l i ke ly  t o  become progressivelY Worse. More 

people means more groundwater pumped up and allowed t o  run off through sewers into 

rivers; a l s o  increased population means more water taken from the surface fo r  crop 

proauction. In over-populated countries l i ke  China and India drowhts and the i r  

become national calamities. The pressure of population on water Supply i s  

seldom f e l t  in  the eastern United States,  but i n  arid regions of  the West the problem 

i s  an acute one.11 
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