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IWQSSIBU $LOUPS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Tcalman, 
Authority on idetoorology 

Dr .  C. E'. Brooks, d i rector  of the Blue H i l l  Observatory, C a l l s  a t t m t i o n  

in a recent book t o  the fact  t l i c t  misguided a r t i s t s  often depict cumulus Clouds - , 
the big "moolpaclr" clouds of f a i l  weather - with roundish bulges at the i r  bases 8 8  

? 

as the i r  tops, and thet  i t  is a l s o  common t o  see them, i n  piCtUeS, f loat ing at 

wide17 different  leve ls  above the earth. 

adds 

d t h o x h  they have bil lowj rounded tops, have flat bases, and, moreover, these bases 

are dl at about the sme levol,  

half a mile high, On 

becone cooled enough t11roua e;cl?asion t o  cause condensation of the i r  water vaPl-. 

A t  t h i s  leve l  t'ne cloud base f'orns. 

base M i l l  be. 

its rounded, tonerin,; head marlzing the to12 of the r i s ing  column. ZUt no meteorolo- 

g i s t ,  o r  artist e i ther ,  ever gam 8 rea l  cur~u1us cloud bulging both up and down l i k e  

a fat  feather bed i n  the doj.1' 

This, lie s a p ,  i s  naturenfaking, tmd he 

"All rkspectable, ordinary cu,rnulus cloucls, o r  fair vreatlier convection Clouds, 

In spring, the bases w i l l  be rather lovr,  perhaps 

spring mornings, moving currents of mis t ,  war13 air Soon 

The dm.per the air  t o  start n i th ,  the lower the 

If the current of r i s ing  air  i s  strong, the cloud w i l l  grow Upmrd, 
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