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Weather folklore contains many supersti t ious and nonsensical rules  f o r  pre- 

dicting the character of coming seasons; but there a re  some wOllnfomded Proverbs 

that 8 while not serving t o  predict  distant weather, merely asser t  that such weatl.ler, 

if i t  prevai ls ,  w i l l  have cer ta in  effects.  Among these 

"Year of snowb 
Fru i t  w i l l  growl1 

and "4 Yea31 Of snow, a year of plenty." These sayings only mean that a continuous Or 

continuous snow cover i n  winter delays the blossoming o f  f r u i t  t rses  u n t i l  after 

the h g e r  Of killing f ros t  i s  about over and a l s o  prevents the al ternate  thawing and 

freezing of the ground that; i s  ruinous to wheat and other winter grains. D r *  H e %  

in his  book on neather proverbs, c i t e s  further i n  t h i s  connection the SWings 

"A cold April 
The barn w i l l  f i l l 1 1  

and "A l a t e  spring never deceives," Equally valid, ho sws, are  the proverbs s ta t ing  

an unseasonably early growth of vegetation i s  a sign of scarci ty  l a t e r  i n  the 

Year. Such are: 
"Januarjr w a r m  the Lord have mercy!" 

"If you see grass i n  January, 
Lock your grain i n  your granary," 

February spring 
Is worth nothing," 

llNxrch damp and warm 
Does farmer much harm." 

These sayings a re  l i k e l y  t o  hold good because of the effects  of f r o s f  on 
Prematurely developed plants, 
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