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RAIN INTENSITY 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on bleteorology 

There i s  room f o r  some difference of opinion between different  observers 

as t o  whether a par t icu lar  shower i s  l i g h t ,  moderate o r  heavy; Unless, O f  COuse, 

an autographic rain-gauge is  available f o r  measuring the ra te  at which the water 

dam, and such instruments are  too expensive t o  be common. In order t o  give 

weather observers along the airways c r i t e r i a  f o r  judging r a in fa l l  intensi ty ,  the 

u* s. Veather Bureau has adopted .the following descriptions: 

LIGHT RAIN, When the amount f a l l i n g  within 3 minutes i s  judged bY the 

Observer t o  be not sufficient t o  wet through cloth such as that  used i n  mdcing an 

Ordinary suit; individual drops C,U~ be identified; spray does not form over pave- 

Pavements, roofs, etc.; puddles form f a i r l y  rapidly; ordinary run-off d ~ ~ ~ 4 s  s ~ c h  

as m t t e r s ,  ditches,  etc., accumulate water; down-spouts on buildings run from 1/4 

to 112 f ' u l l ;  sound on roofs ranges from swishing to  gentle r o a r .  

HEAVY RAIN. Ordinary suit cloth wetted through i n  l e s s  than 1 minute; ra in  

seemingly f a l l i ng  i n  sheets, i n d i v i d u  drops not ident i f iable;  heavy spray t o  height 

of several inches forms over pavements, roofs, etc.; ordinary run-off channels or 

dovlm-SpQuts on buildings accumulate water very rapidly and run nearly f'ull t o  Over;. 

flowing; water accumulates i n  s t r e e t s  due t o  inabi l i ty  of run-off channels t o  acoo? 

m o h t e  it rapidly enough; puddles form rapidly; wavelets on water surfaces beaten fla$ 
v i s i b i l i t y  impaired; sound on roo f s  resembles continwus r o l l  of drums o r  d i s t i nc t  nrep;b' 
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