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Aiioiig th  

MAKING SUI~SHINE 

By Char1 e s F i t zhugh lalm,an, 
Authority on hieteorology 

superst it ious practices of hwnsjiity tho relat ing t o  sunshine- , 

rfldcing hold a mch l e s s  prominent place than do those relat ing t o  rain-making, but 

sever21 e:caiii:iles o f  the former a re  known. 

Frazer, i n  "The Golden Bough," t e l l s  us that  the hielanesians &e sunshine 

bY means of a mock sun. A circular  stone i s  wound about with red braid and stuck 

with o a l l s  feathers t o  represent the rays of the sun, o r  the stone i s  Laid on the 

ground with white rods radiating f r o m  i t  t o  imitate sunbesms. A white O r  red Pig 

is sacrificed i n  the sunshine-making ceremony, while a black one i s  sacrificed if 

r a i n  i s  desired. 

In Mew Caledonia, according t o  the s u e  authority,  Vhen a wizard  desires  

t o  make sunshiiie he t&js SOrne p l a t s  and corals t o  the burial ground and indcetg 

then into a bundle, adding two locks of ha i r  cut from the head of a l iving child 

(his own chi ld ,  i f  j?ossible) also two teeth,  o r  an en t i re  jawbone from the skeleton 

of an ancestor. He then climb:; a high mounta.ia whose t O i 2  catclhes the f i r s t  rays o f  

the moriiiag sun. Here he deposits three sor t s  of plants  on a f lat  stone, places a 

branch o f  dry coral beside them, and hangs the bundle of charms over t'le stone. 

YJext morning he returns t o  this rude altar, aiid at the moment when the 

8\111 r i s e s  from the sea he kindles a f i r e  on the altar. As the smoke r i s e s  he rubs 

the stone v i th  the dry coral, invokes h i s  ancestors and says: 

You r q y  be burning ho t  and eat up all the clouds i n  the sky,) 
repeated at sunset .'I 

'Sun, I do t h i s  that  

The sane cereinorly is 
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