
- 

By Charles F i t  zhugh Talman , 
Authority on Meteorology 

Geological collections contain m a n y  specimens of r a i n  p r in t s  o r  so-called 

f o s s i l  raindrops, that preserve the record of ancient rainstorms. 

such pr in ts  may often be witnessed t o d q  at places along the seashore, when a shower 
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f a l l s  at low tide. 

Here and there the sand o r  mud uncovered by the t i de  i s  just p l a s t i c  

- neither too wet nor  too  dry -- t o  take the impression of the f a l l i n g  drops. 

Each b o p  forms a l i t t l e  p i t ,  bordered by a shallow upraised r i m .  I n  calm weather, 

the drops f a l l  ver t ica l ly  and m&e circular  depressions. 

the dro:)s s t r ike  the ground obliquely,, the depressions a r e  elolqated ill the direction 

In windy weather, when 

of the wind. 

!The p i n t s  thus made are  usually obl i terated by the incoming tide. If,  

homver, dry sand is spread Over them and a section o f  the beach i s  carefully cu t  

O u t  and baked i n  an oven, we can poduce r a in  p r in t s  s i m i l a r  t o  those made ages ago 

by Xature. 
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