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a A& FOUNTAIN" 

By Charles Fitzhugh Tallllan, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Uprushing columns of air, such as axe especially well develoL3ed on clear  

s m e r  days over dry hot ground, have been named [lair fountains1' by Dr. BO J. HI.u~- 

PkeYS, who writes of them that ' ' their s ides ,  at tii,ies and places, are allnost as 

separated f r o m  the surrounding atmosphere as are  the sides of a fou1l~Eh Of 

water, and it  i s  altogether possible f o r  the swiftest of these t o  produce effects  on 

an aeroplane more o r  l ess  disconc&ting t o  tne iii1ot.lf A st r iking e m $ e  was fur- 

nished a few years wo by the exjprience of an air m a i l  p i l o t ,  C. E. Peebles, during 

a f l igh t  from Dallas, Tex., t o  Kansas City. 

Occurrence: 

He wrote in  a newspaper account Of the 

l"lhe wind began t o  b o i l  and swirl, Suddenly and without any warning tha t  

anything s o  unusual was going t o  occur 

control. 

to  go uno 

the clock on the instrument board,  incy' plane was hurled 8,000 f e e t  higher. 

my ship s ta r ted  upwwd, corrpletely out of 

With the nose pushed down and the engine wide open, the plane continued 

I had been f lying at about 1,500 feet .  iyithiii 60 seconds, according t o  

"As the ship went up it si= mcli as ai aeroplane does when Going down i n  

a f la t  s:h. 

hal,~eniiig. 

down; 

That was one of the ideas that  flashed through rqy mind as it v?as 

A f la t  spin going up1 The plarie was bouncing around, nose up, then 

straining every wirelbeing buffeted by the giant winds; completely out Of 

control; going up, up, up. 
mWbe it passed away from me, 
that  

A t  about 10,000 f ee t  a l t i t ude  I passed out of i t ,  O r  
A-lywar the air bec'me reasonably calm a i d  I foulld 

control over the plane had returned." 
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