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ZIGZ& LtfGIITNING 

By Charles Fitzhwh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology 

The motion-picture industry seems at last  t o  have fu l ly  awakened t o  the 

fact that lightning, however much it may t w i s t  and meander i n  i t s  path across the 

i n  works of art; i n  dl such the art ists  invariably adopt a ~ ~ ~ V e n t i O n a J -  

Nasmiyth believed the 'OfOrm, namely, that of a zigzag combination o f  s t ra ight  lines." 

o f  the artists originated in the form given t o  the thunderbolt i n  the hand.  of 

Zeus as sculptured by the ancient Greeks. 

Some decades af ter  these remarks were uttered the photography of lightnine; 

began t o  be comon, and the  photographs all showed that he was r ight  i n  believing 

that lightning i s  never trdy 

m e s a  and i t  often branches, but 

ZiTzag. Its path generally includes m a n y  sinuous 

sharp angle i s  very rarely seen i n  a photograxh 

i t  is then doubtless an effect  of perspective. 
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