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By Charles Fitzhugh T a b a n ,  
Authority on Meteorology 

!I!hou& t ravel  above the lower clouds i s  common nowadays, aeronauts do not 

often go over the tops of the towering cloud masses of a thunderstorm. 

greatest of American balloonists,  did so long before the aeroplahe was invented, and 

the following description of what he saw is given i n  h i s  book Vhrough the Air," Pub" 

tJ0I-m mise, 

' l i shed i n  1873: 

"A very beautiful  scene i n  cloudland i s  spread out t o  one a lof t  when s a i l i n g ,  

dfreutly above a thundercloud. The watery mass i s  b r i l l i a n t l y  illuminated by the 8uny 

l ight  -- indeed, i t s  b r i l l i a n t  whiteness, as dazzling as snow, i s  painful t o  t he  eyesr 

And then it  heaves and r o l l s  about l i k e  the boisterous ocean. Ever and anon the vapor 

suddenly projected upward above the general cloud level l i k e  a great volcanic cone, 

followed by a discharge of e lec t r ic i ty ,  dancing across i t  l i ke  diamonds upon a snow- 

bank. 

back t o  the ear a sound resembling a cataract,  

charges, as h e a d  above the cloud, is not o f  that  deep, sonorous, rumbling sound, but 

Of a snarling crash l i k e  the report of a r i f l e .  These stormclouds when in  active opem 

ation present on the i r  upper side the appearance of a great bubbling, boiling caldron ' 

of snow, not at al l  dreadful and dark, as seen from below by the observer on the earth, 

This as suddenly melts i t  dom again, and then fo l lows  a dash of ra in  that sends' 

The regort of these e lec t r ica l  dis- 

but of so sof t  and downy an aspect 8s seemingly t o  invi te  a plunge into the i r  midst." 
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