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By Charles Pitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on lrleteorology 

AS a result  of abnormal refraction the apparent elevation o f  distant ob- 

,fects i s  sometimes much greater than usual. and these objects are then said t o  "100m." 

'?his variety of mirage is  quite familiar t o  sa lors .  One of i t s  effects is  t o  bring 

into view objects ordinarily below the horizon and another is t o  make d i s t m t  ob- 

jects seem - mainly because we associate a certain apparent a l t i tude with ;2 certain 

distance -- nearer than they really are. 

Captain Scott, Borchgrevink and other polar explorers have at times found 

looming a usef'ul means of locating both land and ice f ie lbs  lYiW beyond the normal 

Of vision. Toward the close of the eighteenth century, while the Napoleonic 

Wars were i n  progress, an English philosopher, Dr. Vince, suggestea Posting lookouts 

along the c o a s t  t o  watch f o r  the loom of approaching French warships. 

Wxfle period popular interest  was aroused by the claims of a Frenchman named Bottineau, 

About the 

residing i n  Idauritius, who was said t o  be able t o  detect vessels at a distance of 

hundreds of miles by means of p e a f a r  appearances i n  the sky. It  is probable, how 

ever, that Bottineaul s so-called art of "nauscopyH was either huiubug o r  a case of 

self-delusion and had nothing t o  do with atmospheric refraction. 
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