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h n y  things th,t the non-scientific observer is l i ke ly  t o  describe as 
II rainbows” bol’ong t o  groups of optic& phenomena othernise c lassi f ied by science; 

exP@cid.lY to  the large family of halos, sone var ie t ies  of  which display TainbOm 

A fundmentd dis t inct ion between rainbows and halos i s  that the forrmr 

a l w a y s  produced by drops of water and the latter by crystals  of i ce  flor.ting i n  

the air. 

rically Opposite the sun (or moor!, if it i s  a lunar bovr), vhi le  all but a fen rare 

var ie t ies  of halo are seen i n  

Confusion c m  be avoided by rerner,ibering that the rainbow i s  dmaYs  diamet- 

neighborhood o f  the luminous SOWCe.  
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