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y&iIOUS RAINBOVS 

,.-- 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n ,  
Authority on Meteorology 

1% i s  a common mistake t o  suppose that rainbows are a l l  p re t ty  much a l ike ,  

so that they are hardly worth caref'ul. observation. 

in their  colors and in other respects. 

They are,  however, quite variable 

Large raindrops produce narrow and b r i l l i a n t l y  

bows; those formed by small drops are brad and f a in t ly  colored, and tJ1Q t i W  

dGoPlets of a f o g  prodwe the so-c&lled, "white rainbow,ll or I1fog.;bOw," which i s  d- 

Colorless. Besides the ordinary double rainbow, consisting of the primaw below 

and the secondary above, one can dis t inguish i n  perhaps a majority of  r a i n h ~ s  one Or 

more repet i t ions of the rainbow colors along the .inside border of the primary, znd 

These a re  Called "SUP*  a m  soixtiiies a l s o  seen just outside the secondary. 

nmeraryll bows. 

Sotie of  the moat vividly 'colored rainbows a r e  seen i n  the j e t s  Of a lmn- 

aprW loolred dolm upon from the bow of a steamer. Whenever your e:'@ is  above the 

of drops forming the born, you mw get a sight of the nhorizontal'l rainbow, 

Which appears t o  l i e  over the groun?., and if the sun i s  high i n  the slcy this w i l l  

take the shape of a complete c i r c l e  or e l l ipse .  

day is a goo6- place t o  see a horizontal bow. 

A newly sprinkled massplot nt  mid- 
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