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"EATS - THE CLOUDS" 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n ,  
Authoyity on Meteorology 

Small sca t te r& clouds have a tendency t o  disau?.ear ra:?idly a f t e r  sun- 

se t*  

notion that the moou i t s e l f  causes the clouds t o  vanish. 

eR?ressed i n  the saying flThe moon eats  the clouds,'! 

The presence of moonlight makes t h i s  grocess conspicuous: hence the n o i n l l ~  

This fal lacious idea 

mat rea l ly  happens i s  this:  men the sun's rays a r e  withdram, the 

clrnds radiate  more heat than they absorb, grow ra!>idly colder, and cool the air . 

adjacent t o  them, lvhich thus becomes denser than the surrounding clear  atmos?here. 

'he chi l led air sinlrs u n t i l  it i s  G a i n  i n  eqy.ilibrium with the air about it. In  

Sinking, i t  i s  heated by compression, and when it  f i n a l l y  reaches the level  Of 

equilibrium it i s  warmer than it was before the clouds cooled it and. s tar ted 5% 

downward. 

C l W d s ,  and another i s  t o  make the air dr ie r  ( i n  terms o f  re la t ive  humidity) 

Thus it has been warmed by cooling1 One resu l t  i s  t o  evanorate the 

than it was at the beginning. 
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