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-- A MOOM VEATBER SIGN 

By Charles Fitzlmgh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology 

The qgearance of the "old moon i n  the arms of the new" i s  given two 

oT??osite interpretations i n  weather folklore,  

l ines  from the Qallad of Sir  Patr ick Spencell: 

One i s  embodied i n  the f olloiving 

%ate,  l a t e  yestreen I saw the new moon 

With the old moon i n  her arm; 

And I f e a r ,  I f ea r ,  my master dear, 

We sha l l  have a deadly storm,l' 

which involve 

the evening. 

England, where, acc0rdj.W t o  Inwards' "Weather Lore,!' t o  see the o l d  moon i n  the 

arms of the new i s  reckoned a. sign of f ine  weather. The old moon, thus seen, 

shines with l i gh t  ref lected from the ear th ,  and some authori t ies  have thought 

that  the intensi ty  of t h i s  llecsrth-ghine" might not be altogether unrelated t o  the 

weather out look,  but t h i s  is  quite doubtful. 

astronomical ~ ~ b u l ~ , l l  since the new moon i s  never v is ib le  l a t e  i n  

"he other interpretat ion of the phenomenon prevails i n  parts of 
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