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- MIST-DRINKING CATTLE? 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,  
Authority on ideteorology 

A story l a t e ly  went the rounds of the press concerning herds of ca t t le  i n  
I 

that are said t o  drink no water. They l i ve ,  we are  t o l d ,  on the slopes Of 

Mama Kea, where mists dr i f ted  by the trade winds deposit st copious supply of mofsture 

On vegetation. 

b P  vegetation that they not only need no drinking water but refuse i t  when offered 

t o  them. 

The ca t t l e  a re  said t o  slake their  thirst so fu l ly  by eating this 

The story, on the face o f  it, appears t o  be an interesting example of the 

Moisture caught by plants from driftiw fog and C ~ O U d S  ut i l izat ion of ttfog-drip.ft 

is a valuable supplement t o  ra infa l l  i n  m y  par t s  of the world, I t  i s  supposed, f o r  

t o  furnish a t  l e a s t  a par t i a l  explanation o f  the fact  that the so-called 

pondsf' on h i l l tops  i n  southern England provide dri'nking water f o r  sheep and 

ca t t le  i n  t ine of drought. 

The U. S .  Bureau of Flant Industry has investigated the Hawaiian t d e ,  

Wkich is partly true. 

tioned, though there i s  no evidence that any of them would refuse t o  drink if they 

had access t o  mater. They doubtless get part of the moisture they need, at t ines ,  

by eating fopmoistened plants,  

It  appears that nonadrinking c a t t l e  exis t  i n  the region men- 

The principal reason, however, why they do not drink 

that they eat  succulent vegetation; especially cactus. One rancher feeds cactus 

to his horses, ca t t le ,  hogs and turkeys, and he claims that, w i t h  t h i s  food, they C a n  

get along indefinitely without drinking water. 
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