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OCEAN-BORDERED DESERTS 

By Charles Pitzhugh Ta lman ,  
Authority on Meteorology. 

Much has been heard since the great drought of rec’ent memory about the 

SWposed effect  of a r t i f i c i d  ldces and reservoirs ia increasing rainfall. That 

Proximity t o  bodies of water does not necessaxily afford any protection f r o m  draught 

i s  evident from dhm-ts of llhysical geogrqgly. 

Of Saskatchevran, said i n  a recent address: 

Thus Dean A.M. Shaw, of the University 

“Let us f o r  a moment t&e a look  at some of the a r id  o r  desert regions of 

me bathed on one en t i re  s ide by the ocean. In German Southwest Africa, tho coultry 

almost comGletely a r id  f o r  a hundred miles o r  more inland. Thousands of s q u a e  

o f  t e r r i t o ry  ;jroduce nothing but the typical desert f lo ra .  and no change occurs 

uti1 the elevatioii caused by ranges of h i l l s  located far inland causes the w m m  

moiStUre-laden air t o  r i s e  suff ic ient ly  hi& f o r  preci-,,itation t o  occur. And yet 

vast t e r r i t o ry  forms the &.oreline of the Atlantic for hundreds of miles. Let 

us go t o  the West coast of the North American continent and give sone consideration 

to  the southern i3art of the State of California and the northern par t  o f  Western 

Mexico, 

far inland and yet i t s  en t i re  western edge i s  bathed by the waters o f  the Pacific 

Ocean, 11 

Here w a i n  we f ind  g i r a i l a r  conditions -- ty$cal desert country extending 
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