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GURIOUS USES FOR FORECASTS

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman
Authority on Meteorology

Weather forecasts serve a variety of pﬁzposes. Sorme of the less usual have
been described by Dr. B, F. Brooks, who writes:

"Certain merchants and storekeepers in southern California are anxious, in
winter, to receive the Weather Bureau's daily forecasts of the next norning's ninie
mun temperaturesfor their localities. They are not personally interested in the
thermometer, ut theyﬁwant to know vhat the orange men are going to do. TFor on cold
nights the oil=-burners in the orchards are lighted and smoke pervades the atmosphere.
The storelreepers, therefore, when warned of a cold night hasten to cover up any ex-
Posed merchsndise to protect it not from frost but from soot!

"Similarly, grain traders in Chicago sometimes invest in commercial so-
called 'long-range weather forecasts'. In this case they may have no faith in the
forecast itself, but they want to know how the market ney be affected by the other
fellow, who directs his gaibling by the forecast."
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