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1 WHY TCHEWEATKER 0 - 
GLAC IER JLVALANCHE S 

By Charles Fitzhugh T d m c u n ,  
Authority on t le teoroloa 

The ordinary avnlanche i s  a descending mass of  snow, but occnsiondly par t  

Of a glacier lying along a steep slope becomes detached and discharges a great nass 

ice had occurred i n  1782. This glacier i s  u s u l y  frozen t o  i t s  steeply inclined bed, 

but during the w a r m  S m e r  of 1895 the adhesion lessened u n t i l  f i na l ly  a large par t  

Off and rushed down the Spitalmatte toward the Gemmi Pass, causing much destruc- 

tion, A large forest  area was blown domn by the avalanche wind. 

The ice  f e l l  through a ver t ica l  height of 4,700 feet  at an average speea of 

miles a minute, I t  swept over the valley and up the Uschinen-Grat on the other 

powdered ice  f e l l  on the f a r the r  side of  it. The avalanche mas a l s o  seen fro111 the 

Kander-Thd, where rain fell. fmm a clear  sky. 

melting o f  siiiall par t ic les  of ice-dust that  k d  been precipi ta ted i n t o  the atmosphere. 

'This rain mas probably due t o  the 

by this  avalanche was so great that most of i t  was st i l l  w e l t e d  a year Inter.  

I t  was estinated at the  time that sufficient material f e l l  t o  have buried the City of 

London t o  a depth o f  si:; feet .  
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